
Immigration Procedures

Apply for your visa and prepare for arrival to the U.S.

November 8, 2023

WELCOME!  We will begin at 8:30 a.m.  

Introduce yourself in the chat.  Please 
tell us your name and where you are 
joining from. 



Hello       CISS Storrs Staff

Arthur Galinat Dana Foster Jennifer KingHuong Pham



Agenda

Getting to Know You
Visa Application Process
Arriving in U.S.
Upcoming Webinars and Important Dates



What UConn campus are 
you admitted to?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwcmVzZW50YXRpb25JZCI6IjFicnJmTy1iSGxPNVNReUplWnJkenFDSnFXcWdmWXFuLWdSUWVlclRnb0d3Iiwic2xpZGVJZCI6IlNMSURFU19BUEk2NzAwMDc4ODJfMCIsInBvbGxVdWlkIjoiODE5Y2IxM2YtY2U5My00MzQwLTg3OGYtZTcyYTdjZTJhMDc4IiwidGltZWxpbmUiOlt7InNob3dSZXN1bHRzIjp0cnVlLCJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiZDRjZDgzNTQtYjM2NC00MThlLWI5MzgtYWFhMTA1MjA5YTY0In1dLCJ0eXBlIjoiU2xpZG9Qb2xsIn0%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=TXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2U%3D


What degree are you 
starting at UConn?

ⓘ
Click Present with Slido or install our Chrome extension to activate this 
poll while presenting.

https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=TXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2U%3D
https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?payload=eyJwb2xsVXVpZCI6ImEzNDM5NDJhLWRiZjAtNGIxYS1hNGZhLWIyNzk1YWNmZTUwMyIsInByZXNlbnRhdGlvbklkIjoiMWJycmZPLWJIbE81U1F5SmVacmR6cUNKcVdxZ2ZZcW4tZ1JRZWVyVGdvR3ciLCJzbGlkZUlkIjoiU0xJREVTX0FQSTE1NTU4NjYzNTZfMCIsInRpbWVsaW5lIjpbeyJwb2xsUXVlc3Rpb25VdWlkIjoiYTYyNDlhZTctNzY1Yi00MDEwLWI3ZTUtZDQ3MmY1Mjk5OWZkIiwic2hvd1Jlc3VsdHMiOnRydWV9XSwidHlwZSI6IlNsaWRvUG9sbCJ9
https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/slido/dhhclfjehmpacimcdknijodpjpmppkii


Have you already obtained a 
U.S. Student Visa (F-1/J-1)?

ⓘ Start presenting to display the poll results on this slide.
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https://www.sli.do/features-google-slides?interaction-type=TXVsdGlwbGVDaG9pY2U%3D


USA Student Visa Process 
1. Get Admitted and Request UConn I-20: isss.uconn.edu > “Request I-20 or 

DS-2019”
The I-20 form needs to be kept safe, as you’ll need it for your visa interview.

2. Pay the SEVIS I-901 fee ($350, $220): www.fmjfee.com > pay online and print 
receipt for visa interview and travel to U.S.

3. Complete non-immigrant visa application (DS-160) online and pay visa 
application fee ($185 as of June 1, 2023): ustraveldocs.com Fee payment 
instructions are different in every country! Some countries subject to Visa 
Reciprocity Fee in addition to visa fee. (China, India, Brazil, Saudi Arabia, Iran, South 
Korea = No Reciprocity Fee)

4. Schedule an appointment for a visa interview: This needs to be done at the U.S 
Embassy or Consulate in the country where you live. Schedule instructions are 
different in every country!  usembassy.gov and ustraveldocs.com

5. Receive a decision: At your interview you should receive a decision on your 
application. 

https://isss.uconn.edu/
http://www.fmjfee.com
https://www.ustraveldocs.com/
http://www.usembassy.gov/
http://www.usembassy.gov/
https://www.usembassy.gov/
https://www.ustraveldocs.com/


USA Student Visa Process



Preparing for visa interview  
Documents to bring: 
UConn I-20/DS-2019, passport, financial 
documents, I-901 Fee receipt, DS-160 
confirmation page with the barcode, other 
supporting documents  

Wait in line outside and then a 
separate waiting room - follow all rules 
regarding electronics and backpacks!

Go to interview room/interview 
counter/window for visa interview 



Preparing for visa interview  
Common Questions from consular officers:

1. School Name
2. Program Name
3. Funding resources
4. Your US address, undergrad dorm, graduate city, not secured yet
5. Parents’ jobs
6. Future work after graduation



Visa interview decision
Approval follow up: a slip of paper with passport shipping instruction   

Background Checking
- Some students may be subject to Administrative Processing 221(g)
- Common for students in sciences
- Technically a refusal → follow all instructions and wait; may take 2 weeks - 60 days (or more). 

A visa refusal under section 221(g) means the applicant does not establish eligibility for a visa to the satisfaction of the consular officer. 
When a consular officer refuses a case under 221(g), she or he will convey whether the applicant is required to provide any further 
documentation or information, or whether the case requires additional administrative processing.
It is possible that a consular officer will reconsider a visa application refused under 221(g) at a later date, based on additional information or 
upon the resolution of administrative processing, and determine whether the applicant is eligible for the visa.

Common Denial Reasons: Incomplete or inaccurate forms, insufficient financial proof, lack of ties 
to your home country, criminal history, overstaying your previous visa, etc. 



Different 
221(g) 
Notices



Example 221(g)
Read carefully

Gather response 
support 
documentation

Submit



Supplemental Questionnaires
After Visa Interview

• All countries visited in last 15 
years

• All previous passports held
• Sibling, children, spouse bio info
• All addresses last 15 years
• All phone # and emails last 5 

years
• All social media usernames
• All employers last 15 years





US F-1 visa sample
Expiration date

= 
last date to travel 
to U.S. with visa.

Travel Document to 
Enter U.S. only

Yoda

Yoda



Entry requirements to the U.S.

– International travelers no longer require proof 
of COVID-19 vaccination to enter the U.S. 

– UConn/State of CT does require other 
vaccinations for all UConn students.  
https://studenthealth.uconn.edu/health-informa
tion/   

– Join us Wednesday, December 6 for webinar 
with Student Health and Wellness to learn 
more.

https://studenthealth.uconn.edu/health-information/
https://studenthealth.uconn.edu/health-information/


Preparing for US travel 
Buy flight tickets

Luggage - what to bring, what to expect when you arrive 
https://isss.uconn.edu/prepare-for-arrival/ > “What to Bring”

Documents to have in your carry-on bag:
I-20 or DS-2019, Passport, Visa, I-901 Fee receipt, Funding Documents, U.S. 
Address.

Customs officers
• Where are you studying? How are you going to get on campus? 
• Secondary Inspection, DSO/International Advisor’s contact information
• Canadian/Bermudian Students and B-2 visa status: Keep your passport and 

I-20/DS-2019 together at port of entry 

https://isss.uconn.edu/prepare-for-arrival/


Upon Arrival at UConn
I-94 

- Receipt for Arrival 
- Print every time you enter U.S.
- Canadian travelers by land may 

receive paper I-94 in passport

Entry Stamps
- May or may not receive stamp in 

passport



Immigration Check In With ISSS

https://isss.uconn.edu/arrival-checklist/ 

https://isss.uconn.edu/arrival-checklist/


Upcoming and Past 
Webinars

https://isss.uconn.edu/webinars/

Wednesday, November 15- Finding 
Housing at UConn

Wednesday, November 29- Information 
and Deadlines for International Graduate 
Students

Wednesday, December 6- Bursar's Office 
and Student Health and Wellness 
Requirements and Services

  

https://isss.uconn.edu/webinars/


Important Upcoming Dates
Monday, January 1- Deadline to submit Health History Form

Monday, January 8- Deadline to pay fee bill for Undergraduate students

Thursday, January 11- Move-in Date for International Graduate and Undergraduate 
Students who are signed up for International Welcome Program/Orientation at Storrs 
Campus.

Friday, January 12- Mandatory Welcome Program/Orientation for Storrs campus 
students

Friday, January 12- Deadline to pay fee bill for GRAD

Monday, January 15- Immigration Check-in at CISS

TBD- Student Health & Wellness Screening for Graduates students



Questions

? International Student and Scholar Services 
(ISSS)   international@uconn.edu

● arthur.galinat@uconn.edu

● dana.foster@uconn.edu

● huong.pham@uconn.edu

● jennifer.king@uconn.edu

mailto:international@uconn.edu
mailto:arthur.galinat@uconn.edu
mailto:dana.foster@uconn.edu
mailto:huong.pham@uconn.edu
mailto:jennifer.king@uconn.edu

